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Using an IC Challenge in the Classroom 

 

Toe Dip—Teachers or students not familiar with problem solving.  Using the IC 

Challenge as a whole class exercise with some group work may be a good way 

get comfortable with problem solving.  This also works well for younger students 

with more limited technology or learning capabilities.  The IC Challenge can be 

used as a technique to get students to think deeper about the content they are 

currently studying or a way to anticipate content coming up. 

 

Sample Toe Dip Schedule: 

 

Day Steps Ideas for Lessons 

1 1. Introduction to 

Problem Solving 

1.  Use some of the activities in the 

Inspired Brainstorming or Inspired 

Impromptu Challenge in the teacher’s 

materials on the IC Challenge Platform 

to introduce the process of problem 

solving. 

 

2-3 1.  Introducing the 

Scenario and 

Background 

information. 

 

(If virtual visits from 

speakers are 

scheduled, be sure 

to have your class 

participate)☺ 

 

1.  As a whole group, read and discuss 

the background information and the 

scenario.   

This may be done ‘paper/pencil’ or by 

projecting the information on a screen. 

2.  Ask students to work in teams to re-

write the scenario in their own words to 

assess understanding. 

3.  Select a few videos from the 

research materials on the student side 

of the platform to build background 

information. 

4.  Select a lesson plan from the 

supplemental teacher materials to use 

with the whole class.  

3-4 Steps in Problem 

Solving 

(These can be done 

as a whole group, in 

student teams with 

the whole group 

1.  Brainstorm all of the problems 

associated with the scenario.  As a 

class select the top ten problems and 

submit them on step one of the IC 

Challenge Student Platform.  One login 

can be used if all steps are going to be 

done as a whole group. 
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coming to a 

consensus.) 

2.  If you choose to have student teams 

work on the Problem-Solving Steps, one 

student can be the typist and type in 

the responses of the entire team.  This 

way multiple devices don’t need to be 

used.  

Continue through the steps of problem 

solving on the platform in this manner.  

You do not have to complete all the 

steps if desired.  Steps 4 and 5 are 

complex and take time. (Elementary 

will not have these steps.) 

5-6 Select and present 

solutions 

1.  As a whole group, select a solution 

that will solve the problem.  Ask student 

teams to develop a product based on 

what the challenge is asking, or they 

can diagram and explain their solution 

and present it to the class.  

2.  To extend the thinking, students can 

define criteria and critique each 

other’s solution ideas.  

 


